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SUBJECT 1 "SURVE'Y oF ﬁﬁﬁ?‘m«rs_op 17 JUNE

A prelininsry nnalysia of the East Berlin

R , and East German demonstrations of 17 June = SEQ ET c':%lfﬁm. A
- by s qualified observer of Emst German mfs ' .;-_ M”\J HLSO'U s |

o E o fairs. ‘

Cmrm.t oi‘ Evcnts R FR g

‘ 19 ~.m: lent nino ltriku prwedod the hrga-soalo East Gomm demonatntiona
: -of 17 June, 'The wave actually begsn in mid-~April, and for the wost part,
took place in owhlying sectors ardund Berlin: Hennigsdorf, Rathenow,

‘Premnits, Fuerstenwalde, Treptow, and Narzahn. There were also strikes .
prior to 17 June in Finstemlde/ﬂrandonburg and in the copper mining area
around Mansfeld. The strike action of 16 June began in. ﬁlock 40 of the

 Stalinallee. construction project, hut there had been great excitement
umong the workers of the other construction sites along Stalinallee
{Block ¢ South) since the 28 May snnouncement by ths government of in-

creased-labor norms. Starting on 12 June the government decree had béen =

under constant discussion by the workers. On 15 June work went quite
_olowly at the construotion sites; on the morning of 16 Juns,. hmver. tha
: .Luborera ref.urnad to their work. - ‘ .

N

'23 ‘When tho Block C Smth workers joinad the mu-ching workers frmn Bl 40,
shortly after 9:00 A.M., no strike decrees or managsment were -in exi| tonae. Lo
Blook 40's aotion was like the falling of a spark ia a powder barrel. e

- firat the goal of the marchers wes the FDGB-Haus in Wallstrasse. The »

- workers there hoped to force through their demands for & lowering of lebor
- norms and of prices. At first the strikers had no political gos1¥ whateo~
sver, and they were careful not to make .a show of force. It was not until
~%he columns of strikers, whose ranks had been swelled by the workers from

- <ion took on a politlcnl character. The workers' train then becans a -

» popular ‘movement; the mob*s goal then was Leipziger/wnhelm:truu. %til L
e this time speeches were scarcely a factor in the dcn(mstratiom it s prac-

/,icd ly cortnin that at this. time no. strilte commi ttee had bean fomod‘ '

al (.0\\“10

I“sgc‘k FRICIAS ot

iy

"" - ; G North snd G South, were approachcd by SED-agitetors that-the duonttm- R
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8« Vhen the demonstration was resumed on the morning of the 17th there was sti11 S0X1-HUM
'~ na central body directing the actions.of the workers. Strike committees wore
.. not formed until the govermment showed its weakness at the official offices L
on Wilhelmatrasse; the strike directorates which then were formed wers dee -

- finitely anti-SED in charscter. Once the demomstrution was orsaniszed
goal of the marchers became the police presidium and 1ﬁh;w;a'ucr§::i§::h:hi:;\
., In attempting to combst the demonstration the VP and KVP attempted to split -
7 up columns of marchers and to kesp demonstrators sway from their main goals - -
~ by force.  They were not completely successful in these Lutteﬁpta« until - o
5:“111‘“ tanks sppesred on the scene. Starting at noon an the 17th, both. - - o
'b;fo:::t‘-é" nnt!‘the ,r.‘.e&-t‘_‘ Be;fl;p 'policg'tdod\ tp quiet the chtoz‘- ymd.rgqa.

4. News of the uprising in Berlin reached the Soviet Zome on the eves f the .
16th and the morning of the 17th, mainly by radio but.also thrdu;hn{:grzs 3:' o
ficlal telstype nets 'snd in part through the railwsy commnications network. =
-Strike actions in the East Zone were gemerally noticeable in industrisl tows
where factary workers ook the lead. . In most cases initiative inm leading

- the. demanstrations was shown by people between the ages of 30 and 40, Many
_women and childrén participated in the demomstretion. Large seale demon~ v

- atrations tdok place in the following areas: ‘Wolfen/Bitterfeld/Malle; R
‘Leuna Merseburgs Laipsig; Wismut Thueringis/Gers; the shipyards in Rostock .

- and Warnemuende; in ¥&gdeburg (under the leadership of the Gruson plant); -

- Goerlits; Hemnigedorf/Berlin; and Jena. There were also important demon.
e:-?::on:‘in Iimumi. : grasdcn, and Chemnite. Cemonstrations were - . »
relatively unimpor in Poteder, Erfurt, 2 Aue  ( anly ‘one. s .
ject went on strike) Rusgen and-jR{en',u » Zwiokau, Aue tha,n only one pro-

5. The strikes in East Germany for the most part followed s pat. demonstras
tions were begun as a political mass movogent. it iafwort’;l:;t:;n ;®g§::::t:;s
many cases the same verses and slogsns were used in the Zone strikes ag were
- heard in Fast Berlin. This might be explained by the fact that the Western
' Tsadio stations RIAS and NWDR reported the strike slogane ‘on ‘the evening of
- - the 16th. In the Eastern Zone strikes ocourred in general where at ldfnt.;. o .
: 400 or 600 men formed & hard core of dimsidents. In some oases all 400 or §00
| . camo from one plant. In other cases, labor forces of seversl plante banded . = '
~ ~ ‘together. The first tendency of all the strikers was to attempt to i'tcritit" ‘
workers from other plantas. Once e column of strikers was fo'mo:d' it orally
rarched to the administrative center of the town. The. spscial goal 83‘:;1 1’ R
atrikers seemed ta be SED and FDJ as well as govermment buildi oo .F ot .
guards were ineffectual in suppressing disturbances. Plant m:ag". eh:c e
only slightly more effective. At the beginning of the demonbtrnmc th:’”' e

-
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‘Volkepolizel were quite unsure of themselves; the KVP were s : 50X1-HUM
_ &xtunlldictrq’st'betweon the two was noticed. K ‘"m, also ’i.nefi.‘evot‘,;.l.

6. In ‘“cv,ttm‘ki-a-ct to the Berlin demonstrations, there: e e
B ‘ » T ; » there 'was no original tend t
© protest to the FDGB; indeed the Cammnist labor union pleyed Almost 50 tole

in the uprisings in East Germany. The tendency was to de onstrate against
the SED and to the government. In most oué.l.yno"'nbvq“ \\:: ‘:E:?:: :é.:::. >
police headquarters and. prisons until after the VP and KVP had errested
demonstrators. Then the strikeérs moved, demanding the release of their
fellow workers. This led to a spontanecus demand that paliticnl-"pricohen '
~ be freed. As a rule, attempts up until the afternoon of the 17th to free . .-
" political prisoners were successful, although not in cases where the =
prisoners were held in regular prisons. For the most part, jailkeepers co-
opsrated with -the rioters. The gensral objective of the demonstrators wa s
%o burn official documents and to destroy any weapons that -they eould wrest
from the VP. . The strikers did not try to make uso of the wespons which fell
into their hends.' Even in towns where there were lynchings no use was made
of firearms by the civilian protestors. In no case was any direet cbt-i.on' '
taken against the Russisn forces in Fast Germany; sand there sre no confdrmed
indications of destruction of factory machinery. On the cantrary, those who
-remained in the factorles tried to keep the machinery in running éoﬁdiﬂrﬁ& o
| :Plrhy cymbol;sf/, gigns, brdchurep and pavilions were burned, . k ' h

General inpré;iidﬂl

7. Functionaries, especially those belongin to the SED, did no - s
the demonstrations. The majority _of'the.gVP and XVP :vercdnz:te;;z; 2:?&:“ |
situation; they were indecisive and were not prepsred to fight for the syst ‘
under th,’ch they live, but only seldom did members of the purmilita » f‘grc:n "
Join in the demomtrations. Kussian goldiers, though their conduct '2;‘-1.«» to ’
were generally moderate. Their job seemed to be to protect politiocal build o
fram the strikers. This was also a tendency of SED lesders.  Attem t'."“:lngl‘
made to isolate groups of workers,for example, in their factory dop:rﬁmta
_ g0 that they oould not contact each other end could be convinced individuslly
7 | to give up the strike, allegedly because their comrades hed slready’ chﬁitul.zﬁd -
. in short the divide and conquer method. These methods were apt to be successful,
V. ‘though in some omses only after ‘the Russians had ocoupied the factories. = =

8. The leaders of the demonstrations were not so much the old yrmsn Trade
7 - Union members, a8 the middle-aged workers, women snd ywthsfm;‘hg:em;:d:;“d’

- Joined fully in the demonstrations, but had no skil} or experience in oohgn-' -
ducting strikes. Women, for exmmple, tended to assume ileading roles in demon-
strations when the columns became mass movements after they left factory pree
cincts. In general the demonstrations were a protest of the Iaboringo?l't]:h *

~ Almost all types of workers took part; laborers from the conaﬁruotion. S
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i -zm,chine, caemicnl and ‘r,extile industries and, to a lagser extenb, from the
nining industry, In most cases, the factory intell:igentsia also took part

-~ 41 the-demonstrations, Woiite collar wwkers, intellectuals and those privataly
tmploxed ware not acti.ve.

Qe 'i‘he entire uprising vas obviously a spontaneous action end a welcome oppor- . B50X1-HUM
" unity to relieve pent-up feeling, The demenstrations had little power whers
' “hey were not led by largs groups of industrial labor; successes were dus ta.
+he ineffectuality of the police. It is probable that the werkers can be
appeased by soqial reform. The chief interést of the strikers was the lower<
mg of norme and prices; political demands were of sscondary interest, If
Zurther de'nonstrat,ions occur it will be because of Jfurther arrests of demon-
sirators or begause those demonstrators who were imp risoned have not been :
‘roleased, .The SED, the SSD,.the DSF, and the FIJ ave hated by the people, but |
“he oecupation forees are respected as symbols of force, | There sre no -
“indicationa that the demonstratiorw wem the result of actions guided fron o
outsida of Enst Gemamr ‘ D
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